
  

Around the world, citizens’ groups are taking action 
to change the way investments in natural resources 
are happening, to protect the rights of citizens and 
the environment for a fairer and more sustainable 
world. The Legal Tools for Citizen Empowerment 
initiative tests approaches, documents lessons and 
shares tools and tactics amongst practitioners.   
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Further details
The webinar will take place on 22 July 2014 at 10am-11.30am GMT+1 (UK). Each speaker will 
present for ten minutes. Presentations will be followed by discussion for one hour. Should you or your 
colleagues be interested in participating in this webinar, please contact us at legaltools@iied.org. 

In a carbon constrained and time pressured world, legal empowerment practitioners from civil 
society and legal and academic institutions need new ways to communicate, interact and learn from 
each other without travelling the world to meetings. Most of all, we need to share success stories. 
IIED is facilitating exchange and lesson sharing via a series of webinars on different legal tools for 
influencing natural resource investments. Webinars are online workshops that people can attend 
from their desk or portable internet device.

In this third webinar, we focus on the sustainability and scalability of legal empowerment initiatives. 
Globally, CSOs are strengthening capacity amongst communities affected by natural resource 
investments to defend their rights to land and resources and take legal action where relevant. 
Approaches include legal caravans, local paralegal teams and field-based junior lawyers. While 
many such initiatives have a short-term impact, sustaining impacts and local-level support over time 
can be a challenge. Taking programmes to scale to support the widest number of people can face 
funding and institutional challenges. So, what are the solutions to sustaining legal empowerment? 

Our two speakers will address this question by sharing their experiences of legal empowerment 
work. 

Carl Cesar “Cocoi” C. Rebuta is Consultant at the Legal Rights and Natural Resources 
Center/Kasama sa Kalikasan/Friends of the Earth-Philippines. Cocoi will discuss the 
“barefoot lawyers” programme in the Philippines, through which community paralegal teams 
assisted local communities in asserting their land rights as they were affected by a mining project. 

Alda Isabel Anibal Salomão is an environmental lawyer and the General Director from Centro 
Terra Viva-Estudos e Advocacia Ambiental (CTV) in Mozambique. Alda will talk about how 
CTV took over a paralegal programme initiated by the Maputo-based Centre for Legal and Judicial 
Training. CTV are working to improve the sustainability of the programme through addressing 
technical capacity gaps on the ground and strengthening it community orientation.
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