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National Land Rights Forum (NLRF) Meeting with Polit ical Parties’ Leader  

In April 2013, National Land Rights Forum (NLRF) had organized Regional Land Rights 
Assembly 'Bhumi Sabha' in various 10 places. The held assembly has raised the voices of the 
people coming from grass root level effectively. The NLRF team discussed about the issue 
raised in the assembly with various political parties with written position paper.  

On 26 May, 2013 Pushpa 
Kamal Dahal, Chair of CPN 
(Maoist) shared CPN (Maoist) 
has a full solidarity towards 
revolutionary land reform. 
Further he stressed that the 
struggle of NLRF for land 
rights is exemplary. The team 
discussed with member of 
Election Manifesto Drafting 
Committee and party leader 
Krishna Bahadur Mahara 
about the current context and 
emerging issues with regard to 
land reform. CPN (Maoist) 
party leader Mahara further clarified in upcoming manifesto the issue of land reform would be 
addressed in more effective manner. He stressed that there will be no increment in production 
until and unless the farmers land ownership is not ensured.  

On 27 May, 2013 NLRF team met with Mohan Baidya, Chair of CPN-Maoist. He explained 
social restructuring is impossible without the land reform process and assured his 
commitment towards the struggle of NLRF in ensuring land reform.  

On 28 May, 2013 the position paper was submitted to Ramchandra Poudel, Vice President of 
Nepali Congress. He confirmed to lead the party with regard to land reform and stressed that 
in the agriculture revolution the issue of land reform is very important. Moreover he stressed 
to distribute the land for the farmers group. Similarly, during the discussion with regard to 
land distribution and land ceiling, he focused that each Nepalese must possess minimum 0.16 
hectare land and maximum 5.33 hectare land.  

On the same day, the team visited Nepal Workers Peasants Party office in Bhaktpur and met 
with Chair Narayan Man Bijukchhe including top leaders, Prem Suwal, Sunil Prajapati and 
submitted the position paper along with sharing on the context and issues of landpoor. 

Chairperson Bijukchhe shared that the farmers must be engaged in other income generating 
and skill building works besides agricultural works. If the labor and land could be linked 
effectively then only the change can be brought subsequently.  
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On 29 May, 2013 Nepal the meeting was held between the NLRF team and party leaders of 
Communist Party Nepal (ML). At the meeting Chief Secretary Mainali assured the party has 
been raising the issue of land reform since the beginning so they are all committed to 
incorporate the demands in their election manifesto.  

On 30 May, 2013 the team met with Dr.Dila Sangraula, Chair of Nepal Women Association 
and discussed on the land issues. She assured to initiate the steps for including the demand 
points of NLRF in Election Manifesto of Nepali Congress.  

On 31st May, 2013 the 
meeting was held with CPN-
UML Party Office, Balkhu and 
had a discussion with Chief 
Secretary Ishwor Pokharel. 
The position paper was 
submitted stating to cover the 
issue of land reform seriously 
in Election Manifesto, 
initiating necessary steps for 
exploring other alternatives 
with the dissolution of 
Landless Problem Solving 
Commission and necessary 
attention required for 
addressing eviction of tenants. Chief Secretary Pokharel put forth the issue among the top and 
experienced leaders on land reform to take forward the issue in co-ordination with Land 
Reform Ministry. 

In the process of meeting with political leaders, the team met with Honorable, Riddhi Baba 
Pradhan, Land Reform Minister and informed about the NLRF and its campaign. Som Prasad 
Bhandari, Chair of NLRF highlighted that the campaigns and issues raised by NLRF is more 
related to ministry work, so urged for the support.  

Moreover, the NLRF shared that because of dissolution of landless commission; ultimately 
the work with regard to the distribution of identity card of landless people has been 
terminated. Thus NLRF have demanded to explore other alternatives accordingly. Honorable 
Riddhi Baba Pradhan, Land Reform Minister, and Gyandarshan Udas, Secretary has assured 
to manage other alternatives for the distribution of landless identity card through Land 
Reform Ministry and Revenue Office and subsequently commence the process of tenancy 
land severance.  
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Tenant Farmers meeting with Land Reform Minister 

On 30th May, 2013, a total of 10 tenant farmers from Sunsari, Morang, Jhapa, Dang, Banke 
and Bardiya districts met with Tejraj Pandey Chief Director of Land Reform and Management 
Department. The tenants put forth their own issue including being deprived of tenancy rights, 
eviction from tilling land, legal case settlement in pending stage along with displacement of 
tenants respectively. They shared that there has been an increased evidence of evicting the 
tenants from tilling land where staffs of Land Reform Office are also involved including 
landowner. The delegation team also informed about the Tenants Conference Declaration 
Paper held in Itahari and Nepalgunj district. Director General Pandey stated that considering 
the inactiveness of land reform offices they have been planning to cease those offices. Further 
he assured to work closely with ministry and ensure the justice for those tenants as the issue 
of tenancy is becoming more complex day by day.  

On the same day, group of tenants met 
with Honorable Ridhhi Baba Pradhan, 
Land Reform and Management 
Minister and submitted the demand 
letter. During the discussion Budhain 
Gadariya, 82 yrs of Ganapur-3 Banke 
shared “I struggled whole life for 
acquisition of tenancy right but until 
now the case is in pending stage. So, 
having no other alternatives, I am 
compelled to plead in the door of 
ministry”. Since 9 years he has been 

 

• Clear constitutional provision with regard to land reform must be made for those tilling 

women and men farmer. 

• Land rights must be ensured of those indigenous (Janjati) people who are primarily dependent 

on agriculture.   

• Land rights must be ensured with livelihood opportunities for dalit, landless, squatters, haliya, 

haruwa/charuwa,kamaiya, kamalari , agriculture labourer, small farmers and land deprived 

people respectively.  

• There must be clear constitutional provision for ensuring the women’s land rights i.e those 

woman who are involved in agricultural works. 

• Overall land reform process must be commenced as per the Comprehensive Peace 

Agreement, Interim Constitution and Tri-annual plan. 

• Land is a means of natural resource and production, so effective land ceiling must be 

implemented (Maximum 3 hectare) and exert the specific provision for not providing the 

compensation of above the land ceiling.  

• Making the Report of High Level Scientific Land Reform Commission public and 

implementation of recommendations submitted by the High Level Scientific Land Reform 

Commission. 

Position Paper of NLRF 
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urging to settle the tenants’ case over 0.26 hectare land in land reform office. Addressing the 
situation, Honorable Riddhibaba Pradhan, Land Minister shared that the tenancy issue has 
become a serious issue in various districts. Hence, she assured to frame an effective policy 
management by having a consultation with other ministry.  

Tenant Farmers in National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) 

On 31st May, 2013 Tenant 
Farmers arrived at National 
Human Rights Commission 
(NHRC) and discussed with 
Honorable member Gauri 
Pradhan and Ram Nagina 
Singh. The tenants claimed 
that the government snatched 
away their rights in the name 
of putting an end to the dual 
ownership between tenant and 
landowner. They also recalled 
the trouble given by land 
reform office. Buddhiram 

Chaudhary of Bela, Banke district has been doing follow-up for the case settlement since 
April 2005. As per his case, they had received the tenancy right covering 0.6 hectare land in 
1977. So, every month he reaches Land Reform Office urging for the case settlement and 
provision of half share but no progress yet. Addressing the concern, NHRC member assured 
to consult with government and provide necessary recommendation with it. They have asked 
to provide the necessary documents needed to prove and settle the issue of tenancy. As per 
which NLRF, Centre for Society Development and Research (CSDR) Banke, Abhiyan Nepal 
Sunsari and Community Self-reliance Center (CSRC) have supported to take forward this 
process. 

In Nepal 10 percent people make others farm on their land while 32 percent farm on others 
land. Among the farmers tilling over others land 55 percent does not possess a land. 
According to the Annual Report 2008/09 of Land Reform and Management Department total 
tenants record is 1 lakh, 69 thousand and 474. The law has guaranteed the tenancy right since 
5 decade, however only 32 thousand tenants have been able to receive land until now. 
Perhaps, there is only 22 percent of agricultural family tilling over others land. According to 
the Scientific Land Reform Commission there is a record of total 4 lakh 50 thousand 
unregistered tenants nationwide. 
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Haruwa/Charuwa Struggling for their Rights 

The Haruwa/Charuwa of Siraha and Saptari district arrived Singhdurbar, Kathmandu to share 
their grievances and suffering. Since 4 years they have been coming to Kathmandu with the 
hope to sort out their prevailing issues and problems. This time they met with Chief Secretary, 
Financial advisor of Ministry of Finance, Land Reform and Management Minister along with 
member of Human Rights Commission and put forward their demands.  

Dr. Chiranjivi Nepal, Chief 
Economic Advisor of Ministry of 
Finance shared specific initiation 
will be there with regard to data 
collection and rehabilitation of 
Haruwa/Charuwa in upcoming 
budget. In discussion with 
Honorable Riddhibaba Pradhan, 
Minister of Land Reform and 
Management Ministry 
Haruwa/Charuwa put forth their 
demand explaining the situation 
of not having the tilling public 
land in their name which is being 
tilled since ancestors, not having a certificate of Village Block Land although they have been 
residing there and also demanded to provide adequate land for food availability. The minister 
Pradhan expressed that this is the first time she came across the problem of 
Haruwa/Charuwa. Further Honorable Pradhan said “Now I am well aware about the 
problems, we will take forward this process having discussion with ministry and other 
agencies for the freedom of Haruwa/Charuwa. We are ready to provide the needed support 
and co-operation in best possible way through ministry”. 

 

1. The government should prepare the data of tillers/ tenants and keep record in the local agencies. 

Further it should be updated regularly in five years. 

2. The local agencies must have a proper record of tilling tenants and distribute the tilling certificate 

with it. 

3. Nobody shall be allowed to be forcefully evicted from tilling over land  

4. The government should form and mobilize a team to collect the tenancy data and distribute it 

subsequently following the section 52 of Land act 1964  

5. The government should implement the practice of providing half share of tenancy land and 

provision of loan with no interest 

6. There has been an increasing trend of utilizing productive land in the name of plotting and 

commercial farming. By which small farmers and tenant farmer have been deprived of their 

rights. The effective policy must be enacted in preventing the use of agricultural land for non-

agricultural purpose. 

Demands and Declaration 
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In discussion with Honorable Gauri Pradhan, Member and Honorable Ram Nagina Singh of 
National Human Rights Commission (NHRC); the team of Haruwa/Charuwa shared their 
cases of human rights violation. They further shared although they have filed complaints in 
NHRC Regional Office Biratnagar and District Administration Office, the hearing was not 
made so they are compelled to urge at central office. 

We have also citizenship card but where is our human rights? says Darshan Mandal, Chair of 
Haruwa/Charuwa Rights Forum. We have nor shelter, nor food, nor cloth. Now, how we will 
teach our child? The sad part is we couldn’t be freed from Haruwa/Charuwa and 
consequently our children also have to suffer from this. They couldn’t overcome from this. 
Hence, our one strong voice is “We must be ensured to live freely enjoying human rights”. 

After the discussion, the NHRC have committed that if Haruwa/ Charuwa forum comes with 
the ultimate documents and proof and submit the application completing all procedures then 
NHRC will take forward the needed action. The team of Haruwa/Charuwa also met with 
various media personnel. During this process Janchetana Dalit Sangam, NLRF and CSRC had 
supported Haruwa Charuwa Rights Forum.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the Eastern Terai Haruwa/Charuwa 
are compelled to work on minimum 
wage for the landlords. As they are 
trapped with the loan of landowner 
since decade and doesn’t have other 
option either, they are compelled to 
work as per the interest received 
through tilling land and indulge in 
other farming along with household 
works. The unpublished report of ILO 
in 2009 has presented that there are 
total 69,000 Haruwa/Charuwa in 
Eastern Terai. 

 

• The government must collect the data of  Haruwa/Charuwa with the involvement of 

representative of Haruwa/Charuwa Forum 

• The land must be made available for secure shelter and provision of adequate food as per 

the total number of family members. While providing the land, process of campaigning 

through the landowners might be one alternative while other possibility is exploring fallow 

and barren land. 

• In the fiscal year 2013/14 the budget is to be planned for conducting the programs 

including collecting the haruwa/charuwa data, building homes for haruwa/charuwa 

providing job opportunities, drinking water management and rehabilitation programs.  

• The loan of Haruwa/Charuwa must be exempted.  

• Conducting skill development programs contributing for the livelihood of 

Haruwa/Charuwa. Further fixing proper wage and if it’s not implemented accordingly then 

VDC will file a complaint and undertake the monitoring process. 

 

Demand of Haruwa/Charuwa 

Community Self Reliance Centre (CSRC) 
Kathmandu, Nepal 
E-mail: landrights@csrcnepal.org 
Website: www.csrcnepal.org 
 


